Basic Tractor Operations
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Supervisor responsibilities

Work conditions

¢ Ensure all safety devices are in
place (rollover protection struc-
tures, seat belts, shields, proper
lighting and marking)

* Complete pre-operational
inspection

¢ Only allow operation during
daylight and calm weather

* Ensure work area is free from
hazards

« Establish safe route to work site

Teen assessment

¢ Can fully operate all controls

¢ Can use hands and feet in
coordinated manner

¢ Can repeat a 15-20 step process

¢ Has positive safety attitude

* Has good peripheral vision

¢ |s alert and well rested

¢ Stays calm when work pace
is rushed

* Shows good judgment in
new situations

Federal Regulations: Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA)

* Refer to Adolescents at Work guideline for general regulations. Find state-specific information at www.youthrules.dol.gov.

« Youth under 16 years may not operate a tractor with more than 20 hp power takeoff (PTO) horsepower or connect/disconnect
farm implements from a tractor. However, in some states 14- and 15-year-olds who have received a training certificate for
operating a tractor are exempt from this restriction (HOSTA).

* Youth under 16 may not ride on a tractor as a passenger or helper; work in a horizontal silo while operating a tractor for

packing purposes; or drive a bus, truck, or automobile when transporting passengers.

Remember

Non-Skid Shoes

Hearing Protection

No Loose Clothing
or Hair

Training and supervision
¢ Ensure employee has completed

tractor certification training

* Have employee demonstrate

ability to safely perform
specific job

¢ Check on employee every

30 minutes until he/she
demonstrates ability to perform
job successfully

¢ Maintain contact through cell

phone or walkie-talkie

* Youth under 16 may not operate or assist with (including starting, stopping, adjusting, feeding, or any other activity involving
physical contact associated with the operation) any of the following machines: trencher or earthmoving equipment, forklift,
potato combine, corn picker, cotton picker, grain combine, hay mower, forage harvester, hay baler, potato digger, or mobile
pea viner; feed grinder, crop dryer, forage blower, auger conveyer, or the unloading mechanism of a non-gravity self-unloading
wagon or trailer; or power post hole diggers, power post driver, or non-walking type rotary tiller.

* Some state health and safety laws require rollover protection structures (ROPS) and seat belts for tractors.
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